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the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia grants
pardon in accordance with law;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to make
the procedure of granting and executing pardon more
effective and efficient by incorporating the lessons
gained during the enforcement of the existing law;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with
Article 55(1) and Article 71(7) of the Constitution of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is
hereby proclaimed as follows: '

PART ONE
GENERAL

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the
“Procedure of Granting and Executing Pardon
Proclamation No. 840/2014”.

2.  Definition

In this Proclamation unless the context
otherwise requires:
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1/ “pardon” means a decision to remit a
sentence in whole or in part or to reduce
it to a lesser nature or gravity;

2/ “sentence” means a final court decision of
principal punishment, secondary
punishment or a prevention or protection
measure passed on a criminal case;

3/ “court” includes federal court, regional
court that deals with federal matters
pursuant to Article 78(2) of the
Constitution, regional court which
passed death sentence and military court;

4/ “President” means the President of the
Federal Democratic  Republic  of
Ethiopia;

5/ “petitioner” means a person concerned
with the sentence on which petition for
pardon has been lodged ;

6/ “prison” means a place of confinement
administered either by the federal or
regional prisons administration and
includes military prison;

7/ “Ministry’” or “Minister” means the
Ministry or Minister of Justice,
respectively;

8/ ‘“person” means natural or legal person;

9/ any expression in the masculine gender
includes the feminine.

Objective of Pardon

The main objective of pardon shall be to
ensure the interests of the public,
government and offenders by re-integrating
criminal offenders into the community and
make them productive citizens upon
ascertaining that they have repented and
reformed.

4. Scope of Application

This - Proclamation shall be applicable on
federal courts, military courts, final criminal
penalties rendered by regional state court
entertaining  federal  jurisdiction  in
accordance with Article 78(2) of the
Constitution and death penalty imposed by
regional state court.
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PART TWO

'ORGANS GRANTING AND
EXECUTING PARDON

5. Powers of the President

1/ The President shall grant pardon in accordance
with Article 71(7) of the Constitution and this
Proclamation.

2/ The President may, as necessary, give
delegation to the appropriate regional state
organ on matters covered under this
Proclamation.

6. Board of Pardon

. 1/ A Board of Pardon (hereinafter the “Board”)
which examines petition of pardon and submits
‘recommendations to the President is hereby
established.

2/ The Board shall be accountable to the
President.

7. Members of the Board

The Board shall have the following members:

1/ the Minister of Justice ............ Chairperson;
2/ a State Minister of the Ministry of
Justice...........................Deputy Chairperson;

3/ a State Minister of the Ministry of  Health
o s 5 55w R & § 9 3 G i § S 5 s Member;

4/ a State Minister of the Ministry of Labour and

Social Affairs ........................ ......Member;
5/ a State Minister of the Ministry of Federal
Affairs......ccccocevvveeeiiinenen, G s s Member;

6/ a State Minister of the Ministry of Women,

Children and Youth Affairs............ Member;
7/ a State Minister of the Ministry of National
DEfense ....oovvvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeereeeeins Member;

8/ a Deputy Commissioner General of the Federal
Police Commission ....................... Member;

9/ Deputy Director General of the Federal Prison
Administration ........................... Member;
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10/ two persons who are loyal to the Constitution and
having high moral standing assigned by the
President, upon recommendation by the Minister,
from organizations having broad representation of
the society ............oeeeennnns NPT Members.

8. Duties of Members of the Board

Every member of the Board shall have the
obligation to:

1/ exert the necessary effort for the attainment of
the objectives of the Board;

2/ attend meetings of the Board;
3/ examine issues presented by the Board;

4/ inform the Chairperson of the Board and exclude
himself from meetings of the Board where the
issue under discussion raises conflict of interest;

5/ not disclose confidential issues.

9. Powers and Duties of the Board

1/ Without prejudice to other provisions of this
Proclamation, the Board shall have the powers
and duties to:

a) examine a petition for pardon lodged
pursuant to this Proclamation and submit
recommendation to the President that
pardon be granted on condition or without
condition;

b) formulate criteria necessary for granting
pardon by taking into account the objective

reality;
c) when necessary, require the public
prosecutor organ involved in the

prosecution, any official or individual to
present his opinion by appearing in person
or in writing,.

2/ The Board may, where necessary, give
delegated powers and duties to regional boards
of pardon or organs assigned to examine
petitions of pardon on issues within its scope
of mandate.
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10. Powers and Duties of the Chairperson of t
Board

The Chairperson of the Board shall have tl
powers and duties to:

1/ presidc over the meetings of the Board,

2/ notify to the concerned bodies, through tl
Office of the Board, about the persons grante
pardon;

3/ submit to the President a report on ti

performance of the Board every six months;

4/ whenever necessary, cause the declaration «
decisions of pardon through the mass medi

and,

5/ discharge other related duties entrusted to hii

by the President.

11. Powers and Duties of the Deputy Chairperso

of the Board |

1/ The Deputy Chairperson shall act on behalf ¢
the Chairperson in the absence of the latter.

2/ The Deputy Chairpersen shall discharge suc
other entrusted to him by th
Chairperson.

duties

12. Meetings of the Board

1/ The Board shall meet at any time upon the cal
of the Chairperson.

2/ There shall be a quorum when more than hal
of the Board members are present at .
meeting.

3/ The Board shall pass its decision by a majorit;
vote; in case of a tie, the Chairperson shal

have a casting vote.

4/ Without prejudice to the provisions of thi:
Article, the Board may adopt its own rules o

procedure.

13. Office of the Board

1/ The Office of the Board of Pardon (hereinaftei
the “Office") shall be organized within the
Ministry.






