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PROCLAMATION No. 809/2013

A PROCLAMATION ON THE DEFENSE
FORCES OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA

WHEREAS, the Defense Forces of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia is organized, to
safeguard the country's sovereignty, to embody the
equitable representation of nations, nationalities and
peoples, and to carry out its functions free of any
partisanship to any political organization;

WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to have
a legal framework for the Defense Forces of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia by which it is directed
and which is consistent with its contemporary
commitments and which takes into account its future
commitments;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to revise
and consolidate the existing legal framework of the
Defense Forces of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with
Article 55(1) of the Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby
proclaimed as follows:

PART ONE ¥
GENERAL

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the "Defense
Forces Proclamation No. 809/2013”.

2. Definitions

In this Proclamation unless the context otherwise

requires:

1/ "commander" means a person authorized to
direct and administer a military unit formed at
any level of the Defense Forces of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia including the
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces;
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2/

3/

4/

5/

6/
7/
y
9/

10/

11/

12/

"Ministry" or "Minister” means the Ministry
or Minister of National Defense, respectively;

"recruit" means a person drawn from the
community to render military service in the
Defense Forces of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia having met the criteria
but has not yet completed military training nor
entered into a contract of employment;

"member of defense forces" means a person
who renders military services on a permanent
basis in the Defense Forces of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;

"private soldier" means a member of the
defense forces without rank who is already
serving or who has taken oath and entered into
a contract of employment having completed
basic military training.

"officer" includes those members of the
defense forces ranging in rank from Second-
Lieutenant to General;

"general officer" means a member of the
defense forces with the rank of Brigadier-
General, Major-General, Lieutenant-General
and General;

"senior officer” includes those members of the
defense forces ranging in rank from Major to
Colonel; s

"junior officer" includes those members of the
defense forces ranging in rank from Second-
Lieutenant to Captain;

"non-commissioned officer" includes those
members of the defense forces ranging in rank
from Lance-Corporal to Chief Warrant Officer
under the Ground Forces and from Junior
Aircraftman to Chief Warrant Officer under
the Air Forces;

"task" means a military duty that any member
of the defense forces carries out in the
Ministry from the time he has entered in to a
contract of employment upon taking of an oath
till discharge from military service;

"active combat duty" means a military duty
performed at home or abroad, as the case may
be, when the House of Peoples’
Representatives of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia declares the nation is in a
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13/

14/

15/

16/

17/

18/

state of war or a general mobilization, or the -
Commahder-in-Chief of the Armed Forces
gives a standby order when the nation is in a
danger of war or decides that the army is on
active duty or a duty performed in a state of
emergency according to the law;

"member of national reserve force" means a
person recruited according to law to be a
member of the national reserve force and
waiting to give military service upon taking
the necessary training;

"military justice organs” includes military
police, military prosecutor, military court and
military defense counsel;

"federal and state security forces" means
federal or state police, militia, inland security,
anti-terrorism, customs or immigration forces
and organs that directly or indirectly carry out
similar activities;

"regular court, regular police, regular
prosecutor and civilian prison" includes, as
appropriate, federal and state justice organs;

"peace keeping mission" means a mission of
peace making or peace keeping carried out in
a foreign country by the resolution of the
United Nations or the African Union or as per
military cooperation agreements with allies;

"principal staff' means organs designated by
the Minister to be members in the Council of
Defense Commanders based on the nature of
their work and having the status of principal
head and similar level;

19/ "civil" means any person who is not a member

20/

of the defense forces;

any expression in the masculine gender
includes the feminine.

Scope of Application

This Proclamation shall be applicable on any
member of the defense forces as well as on

civilians, as the case may be.
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PART TWO
MILITARY SERVICE

Organization of the Defense Forces

1/ The Defense Forces of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia shall consist of the
Ground Forces, the Air Forces and Special
Forces, as may be necessary.

2/ Each force may have reserve force as may be
necessary.

3/ The Ministry may organize subordinate units
when military exigencies so require.

Recruitment

1/ The Ministry may, in accordance with its
criteria issued from time to time, recruit
persons fit and willing for military services.

2/ Recruitment made by the Ministry, under sub-
article (1) of this Article, shall embody
equitable representation of  nations,
nationalities and peoples.

3/ Officers shall be recruited from among the
members of the defense forces.

Empiloyment

Any military recruit shall conclude a contract of
employment in accordance with the directive to be
issued by the Ministry.

Military Training

1/ Any military recruit shall receive basic
military training before going into service.

2/ Members of the defense forces on active duty
shall be trained in diverse skills or educated
in diverse fields as the mission requires
considering their individual disposition and
competence.

3/ Any member of the defense forces satisfying
the criteria to be issued by the Ministry shall
receive training that qualifies him for officer
service and shall be bestowed upon the rank
of Second-Lieutenant upon successfully
completing the training.

4/ Whenever any assignment to a military
position is made, the necessary training or
education that makes the member of the
defense forces qualified for such position
shall be given to him.
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8.

10.

Military Oath

Every recruit, upon completion of the basic
military training and before going into service,
shall take a military oath.

Duties of Members of the Defense Forces

1/

2/

Every member of the defense forces shall have
the duty to obey and enforce the constitution
and the constitutional order.

Every member of the defense forces shall have
the duty to observe other laws of the country,
military laws, rules, directives and standing
orders.

Term of Service and Age

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

Every member of the defense forces shall be
employed for at least 7 years term of service.

Without prejudice to the provision of sub-
article (1) of this Article where the member of
the defense forces is willing to serve for
additional time and the Ministry so agrees, the
period of service may be extended.

The term of service of members of the Air
Force ranging from private soldier to Sergeant
or equivalent rank may not be extended
beyond the age of 45 years.

Any member of the defense forces shall serve
for, at least, 10 years subsequent to becoming
an officer, provided, however, that such
service may not be extended beyond the
following age limits:

a) 48 years for members of the defense
forces with the rank ranging from Second
Lieutenant to Captain;

b) 52 years for members of the defense
forces with the rank ranging from Major
to Colonel;

c) 55 years for general officers.

Term of service for members of the defense

forces ranging in rank from Master Sergeant to

Chief Warrant Officer under the Ground

Forces and from Junior Technician to Chief

Warrant Officer under the Air Forces shall be

48 years.

Where the Ministry finds it necessary for a
mission, it may extend the term of service of
non-commissioned officers and junior officers
for a period of not more than three years and
that of senior officers and general officers for
a period of not more than five years.






